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    What is the AgSat BPA? 
 

The USDA-FSA Aerial Photography Field Office 

(APFO) established Blanket Purchase Agreements 

(BPAs) with firms capable of meeting USDA's 

requirements for satellite imagery in support of its 

various programs. The "AgSat" BPAs provide a 

purchasing vehicle through which orders for 

satellite imagery can be efficiently and 

expeditiously issued. 
 

The BPAs are intended to cover a performance 

period not to exceed five years. The five year BPAs 

were awarded in 2012. Orders may be placed 

against the agreements until July 2017. 
 

FSA established the BPAs to purchase satellite 

imagery primarily in locations that are historically 

very difficult or cost prohibitive to acquire with 

aerial acquisition platforms, in order to meet 

agency needs. FSA contracted for AgSat data for 

the first time in 2012, covering areas of interest 

(AOIs) in AK, HI, Pacific Basin, and the US Virgin 

Islands. 
 

 
    Who may order imagery under the BPA? 

 
Any USDA agency can order against the AgSat 

BPA using the standard IAS procurement process. 

Orders can be issued directly to the contractors 

without any involvement from or administrative 

fees paid to APFO. 

 
If you are with a non-USDA Federal agency, 

APFO can order the imagery for your office via an 

Economy Act agreement, however, the 

administrative costs will require reimbursement. 
 

 
    Who acquires the imagery? 

 

Independent contractors acquire the AgSat imagery. 

There were three contractors originally on the BPA, 

however because of corporate restructuring in the 

private sector, there are only two contractors now. 

 
    How is the imagery acquired? 

 

Acquisition is entirely completed with satellite 

platforms. The sensors in use vary widely as to 

spectral, spatial, and temporal resolution, and other 

parameters. 

    What is the spectral resolution of the imagery? 
 

Imagery may be 3 band natural color or color 

infrared (CIR), 4-band including the CIR band, 8- 

band including a number of bands depending on 

end user requirements, or even more than 8-bands if 

a sensor is deployed by one of the BPA contractors 

that has such capacity. Additional specifications 

can be found within the AgSat BPA Solicitation at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA- 
Public/usdafiles/APFO/ag-8447-s-12-0006.pdf 

 
    What spatial resolution is the imagery? 

 

AgSat imagery resolution varies as well depending 

on the end user requirements. Generally imagery 

will range from 2-meter ground sample distance 

(GSD) up to ½-meter GSD, but is not limited to that 

spatial resolution range. Newer sensors have the 

capability to acquire imagery of much higher spatial 

resolution and some restrictions on the resolution of 

imagery a satellite contractor can sell commercially 

have been eased, to allow up to 25-cm greyscale and 

1-m resolution color imagery to be sold. Additional 

specifications can be found within the AgSat BPA 

Solicitation at 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA- 

Public/usdafiles/APFO/ag-8447-s-12-0006.pdf 

 
    What is the accuracy specification? 

 

The AgSat BPA allows for each order to specify the 

target accuracy. Additional specifications can be 

found within the AgSat BPA Solicitation at 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA- 

Public/usdafiles/APFO/ag-8447-s-12-0006.pdf 
 

 
    Is the imagery reviewed when received? 

 

Since many USDA Agencies may use the BPA and 

the imagery is directly delivered to the ordering 

agency, APFO does not control the QA/QC 

procedures for these orders. APFO does however 

QC orders for FSA using stringent imagery 

compliance guidelines, such as inspection using 

automated and visual methods to ensure accuracy 

and compliance. 
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    How is the imagery formatted? 
 

Imagery typically is delivered as geotiff format 

ortho imagery tiles. Imagery may be mosaicked 

and color balanced. Imagery may also be delivered 

with lower resolution color images and higher 

resolution greyscale images that can then be pan 

sharpened to create a higher resolution color 

product. 

 
     How much does AgSat imagery cost? 

 

Costs vary greatly by vintage, product specifications, 

and volume. Contact Michelle Jardine at 

michelle.jardine@slc.usda.gov or at  801-844-

2909 for detailed information. 

 
    Is AgSat imagery available for purchase? 

 
AgSat imagery is licensed, and thus cannot be 

resold. There are various license levels. FSA 

generally purchases an enterprise license that 

allows for sharing among other Federal 

agencies, with some limitations as described in 

individual license files. 

 

    Who do I contact for more information? 
 

While APFO does not know about all AgSat 

acquisitions, APFO tracks those they are aware of 

with two maps on Esri ArcGIS Online for 

Organizations. 
 

Planned Acquisitions can be seen here: 

http://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=459988478b7f 

47c08d33318bc3862d22 
 

Footprints of data that have already been acquired 

can be seen here: 

http://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=f935f20 

666eb446c94ebcdaae943d606 
 

If you are interested in using the BPA, contact  

Michelle Jardine at michelle.jardine@slc.usda.gov or 

at  801-844-2909 for detailed information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 

USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 

income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 

Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American 

Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 

information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 

complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.” 
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